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" Washinglon Post 8taff Writer *
i _The oncc-obscure name of
; Dispatch News Service has be-
{ come' the focus of an unhappy
- squabble among the young
+ men whose success in making
! and selling Vietnam news had
, given the agency’s name
meanmg
‘. The dispute has culminated
~in a suit filed in U.S. District
- Court here, in "which one
~group of Dispatch's founders
. are secking to stop another
. group from using very nearly
the”same name. All were once
- fast friends.
i' What bas made the differ-

,Hersh's Pulitzer Prize-winning
disclosure of the Mylai massa-
,‘cre and. Michael Morrow's
graphlc account of 39 days he
“ spent as a Communist captive
 in Cambodia. .

"Hersh's stories were dxstnh-

O/ uted throughout the world by
- David Obst, the energetic 25-

" year-old who bhoré¢ the ‘title
: news promotion and public re-
“-lations director in the original
i Dispatch News Service.

{. At the height of the furor
Lraised by the Mylai disclo-
! sures, Obst and Morrow sat
amiably together in a Wash-
> ington coffee shop and told a
‘reporter about Dispatch's lean
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'stories.

- ence are two stories: Seymour-

But seven = months Iatcr,
Morrow's stozies on his Cam-|'
bodia captivity were sold by|.
Dispatch News Service Inter-
national, a separate outfit that
broke with Obst and operated
from its own office in Wash-
ington,

The falling-out in the inter-
vening time came over -the
way Obst had sold the Mylai

The. suit, backed by
Morrow, charged that Obst
“yiolated his fiduciary obliga-
tion” to his former colleagues.

In short, the issue is money,
Dispatch News Service Inter-
national is seeking more than
$100,000 from Obst plus an in-
junction preventing him from
using the Dispatch name or
anylhing like it.

The problem, said Obst yes-
terday, has been a “sad break-
down in communications.” |
Allan Mendelsohn, lawyer for
Morrow and his friends, sald
the suit was filed reluctantly
after prolonged efforts to re-
solve the differences privately.

The story as told by the two
sides is complex. )

Dispatch was Incorporated
in the Philippines in Septem-
ber, 1968, by Morrow and oth-
ers who were anxious to write
about the people of Vietnam|
rather than the soldiers! and

politicians,

' [ early days a year before, - - ,s; gput,,,then l ﬂ'aduate,‘ ltﬁs

N ews Service Founders Contest Titlet mg
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dent’ in Aslan studics at the
University of  California,
joined Dispatch ‘soon there-
after in Talwan. On his return
to the United States, he began
to sell the. agency’s limited
news service,

According to the suit, he-

was to receive 25 per cent of
the selling price of the stories
and, after a year, 25 shares of
stock in the corporation, A let-
ter dated April 23, 1969, con-
firmed the deal, .

Business was slack. The Dis-
patch men .in Asia were get<
ting ‘their stories in a few
West Coast’ newspapers, the
National Catholic Reporter:
and some college newspapers.

ton,.

In Cleveland Park Obst's
neighbor was Seymour Hersh,
then a free-lancer, Hersh came
upon the Mylal story and
asked Obst to help him sell it.
In 24 hours- he ‘sold - the ‘first

story to 36 newspapers nt $100t

each,” " b ).

‘7Ina métter of days Dlspatch
‘and Herth wete & hof properf
¥, equlpped witha prestlgioua
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1ion. were signed with Mor-

' {tested. Obst now claims a suc-

alllance between the men is

'no more, . .- ;
. Then Obst moved to Washlng- ';‘ 3 g

them. Ob'st flew Morrow to

Washington and, according to|

Obhst, persuaded his friend that
Dispatch should be reincorpo-

rated. *

« There is no question that
Dispatch was reborn, or at
least reorganized in those hec-
tic days. Articles of incorpora-

row’s name on them. But, Men-
delsohn said yesterday, Mor-
row reccived no moncy.

The rest of the story is con-

cessful. operation oN his own.
Sinee his capture in Cambodid,
Morrow has - revitalized the
agency in Saigon, The casual
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